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plan, but they should not be forced into 
making that tough decision by May 15. 

It is time House Republicans stand 
up and support America’s seniors. Re-
ject the President’s prescription drug 
tax. And as we mark off another day on 
the calendar, Republicans only have 18 
days to make the right decision. 

f 

ASK THE LIBERALS WHY WE ARE 
PAYING HIGHER PRICES AT THE 
PUMP 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, our 
constituents are asking exactly the 
right question: Why are gas prices so 
high? 

Well, I will tell you. There are liberal 
Members of this body for the past three 
decades that have voted to prevent do-
mestic exploration for oil. They have 
also worked to make it virtually im-
possible to build new refineries, and 
they have succeeded. We have not built 
a new refinery in this country since 
1976. 

This week we have watched the 
Democrats stand around wringing their 
hands about high gas prices and blam-
ing every Republican in sight. But this 
is not a partisan issue, it is an Amer-
ican issue, and people need to know the 
truth is in the voting. 

Last year we passed the GAS Act 
with not a single Democratic vote in 
the House. Not one. That bill would 
have streamlined the overly burden-
some permitting and regulatory work 
that goes into getting a refinery. It 
would have made price gouging a Fed-
eral crime. The bill got no liberal sup-
port here in the House. Now it is in the 
Senate. 

Americans have only to ask the lib-
erals why they are paying so much at 
the pump. 

f 

UNDERAGE DRINKING 

(Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, 
April is Alcohol Awareness Month. 
Therefore, I want to highlight the cri-
sis of underage drinking in this coun-
try. 

Every month 11 million youth be-
tween the ages of 12 and 20 drink alco-
hol. Each day over 5,000 kids under the 
age of 16 take their first drink. Re-
search has shown that these kids are 
significantly more likely than those 
who do not drink to become alcoholics, 
use marijuana, and try cocaine. 

Alcohol is also known to impact ado-
lescent brain development and increase 
risk-taking behavior that results in at 
least nine teenage deaths a day. 

To address this crisis, I sponsored the 
STOP Act, which makes permanent the 
national antiunderage drinking media 
campaign, which is directed at those 

who have the greatest influence over 
children: their parents. The bill pro-
vides grants to combat underage drink-
ing in our communities and establishes 
a report card to track States’ efforts. 

I encourage my colleagues to help 
stop underage drinking by sponsoring 
the STOP Act and passing it into law. 

f 

ENFORCE OUR IMMIGRATION 
LAWS 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge our government to start 
enforcing our immigration laws deal-
ing with alien smuggling. 

It is a felony, punishable by a min-
imum of 3 years in prison, to bring an 
alien into the United States for finan-
cial gain. These alien smugglers, also 
called ‘‘coyotes,’’ get approximately 
$1,500 per illegal immigrant smuggled 
into the U.S. 

On my recent trip to the Mexico bor-
der, Border Patrol agents in California 
told me they have arrested the same 
coyotes 20 times, but they are not pros-
ecuted. The pathetic failure of the U.S. 
attorney in San Diego to prosecute 
alien smugglers who have been arrested 
20 times is a demoralizing slap in the 
face to Border Patrol agents who risk 
their lives every day. This U.S. attor-
ney has, however, recently prosecuted 
someone for selling a Mark McGwire 
baseball card with a forged signature. 

Here is a tip: Stop worrying about 
baseball cards and start worrying 
about our national security and enforc-
ing our immigration laws. 

f 

PRICE GOUGING 

(Mr. LYNCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, today 
around the country we see rising prices 
for American consumers at the pump 
and for heating costs at home. As the 
price of gas has doubled, profits for Big 
Oil and gas companies have tripled, and 
while at the same time American fami-
lies’ incomes have remained stagnant. 

Instead of additional handouts to big 
oil companies, we need to take steps to 
keep gas prices down. Simply put, we 
need to crack down on price gouging. 

The Democrats have a good idea on 
this one. Congressman STUPAK from 
Michigan has an anti-price-gouging bill 
that will not only address the issue of 
price gouging, but will also give Fed-
eral agencies the authority to pros-
ecute oil companies engaged in such 
practices involving gasoline, home 
heating oil, and natural gas. 

That is why I urge the Republican 
leadership to do the right thing. Bring 
this legislation to the floor. The Amer-
ican people cannot afford to wait any 
longer, and this Congress needs to act. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 4975, LOBBYING AC-
COUNTABILITY AND TRANS-
PARENCY ACT OF 2006 
Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-

tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 783 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 783 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4975) to pro-
vide greater transparency with respect to 
lobbying activities, and for other purposes. 
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the Majority Leader and the Mi-
nority Leader or their designees. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. In 
lieu of the amendments recommended by the 
Committees on the Judiciary, Rules, and 
Government Reform now printed in the bill, 
the amendment in the nature of a substitute 
consisting of the text of the Rules Com-
mittee Print dated April 21, 2006, modified by 
the amendment printed in part A of the re-
port of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution, shall be considered 
as adopted in the House and the Committee 
of the Whole. The bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as the original bill for the pur-
pose of further amendment and shall be con-
sidered as read. Notwithstanding clause 11 of 
rule XVIII, no further amendment to the 
bill, as amended, shall be in order except 
those printed in part B of the report of the 
Committee on Rules. Each further amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a 
Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such further amendments are 
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of 
the bill for amendment the Committee shall 
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the 
House with such further amendments as may 
have been adopted. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and 
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to 
recommit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. In the engrossment of H.R. 4975, the 
Clerk shall— 

(1) add the text of H.R. 513, as passed by 
the House, as new matter at the end of H.R. 
4975; 

(2) conform the title of H.R. 4975 to reflect 
the addition of the text of H.R. 513 to the en-
grossment; 

(3) assign appropriate designations to pro-
visions within the engrossment; and 

(4) conform provisions for short titles with-
in the engrossment. 

SEC. 3. After passage of H.R. 4975, it shall 
be in order to take from the Speaker’s table 
S. 2349 and to consider the Senate bill in the 
House. All points of order against consider-
ation of the Senate bill are waived. It shall 
be in order to move to strike all after the en-
acting clause of the Senate bill and to insert 
in lieu thereof the provisions of H.R. 4975 (as 
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